Procedures for Filing an Intellectual Property Application

Filing an appropriate IP Right application is a flow sequence from the inventor/innovator, through the Innovation Unit of the Research & Innovation Office to the Trademarks, Patents and Design Registry of the Ministry of Trade, Investment and Commerce. The Trademarks, Patent and Design Registry is the national office responsible for the administration and coordination of all industrial property issues while fall within the mandate of the Nigerian Copyright Commission. Each individual in the flow sequence plays specific roles in the application process. 

The roles of the Inventor, the Innovation Unit and the Patent Registry in the application process are represented graphically in Figure 1.  
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Figure1: Illustration of the roles of principal actors in the filing of patents
Patents have jurisdictional/territorial control or regulation; and as such filing could be at the national, regional, continental and global level. Filing at the national and regional level are straight forward but becomes complex at the continental and global level. Global filing is best routed through WIPO though multiple individual jurisdictional filing is equally possible but the route is tedious and costlier. The flow sequences with timelines for both national and international filings are presented in Figure 2 and Figure 3, respectively. 

Figure 2: Flow chart for filing of national IP Right

Figure 3: Filing sequence for international IP Right through PCT route
IP Application Timelines
The timelines from the intention to file IP Right to the eventual granting of the right for either national or international (PCT-WIPO) application are provided in Table 2. These timelines are exclusive of the post-patenting activities.  
Table 2: Timelines for the filing of national or international IP Right

	Filing Type
	Contact Office
	IP Activity
	Duration (Month)
	Flow Cycle

	National
	Innovator/Innovation Unit
	Notification and interface with the Innovation Unit
	Two weeks
	6-12 Months

	
	
	Interface and signing of non-disclosure agreement form 
	Two weeks
	

	
	
	Review of preliminary forms and resubmission
	Six weeks
	

	
	
	Patent specification drafting
	Two weeks
	

	
	Innovation Unit
	Proprietary check on patent specification
	Two weeks
	

	
	
	Consideration by UNILAG IP committee
	On notice after feedback on patent specification 
	

	
	Patent Registry
	Filing of application at Patent Registry
	6 months
	

	International
	WIPO
	International search for prior art (ISA)
	4 Months
	24-36 Months

	
	
	IP Filling through PCT
	
	

	
	
	International publication on patentscope
	18 Months after first application
	

	
	
	International Examination
	14 - 18 months
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